HOPKINS AND CALZAGHE MEET IN LONDON
TO CONFIRM BATTLE OF THE PLANET
Legendary fight to take place in the PH Ring on April 19
Tickets On Sale Today
LOS ANGELES, February 7, 2008 – Bernard Hopkins and Joe Calzaghe, fighters with a combined
43 wins in world championship bouts met today in London to confirm that on Saturday, April 19, in the
Planet Hollywood (PH) Ring in Las Vegas, Nevada, in a rare contest between linear champions, light
heavyweight champion Hopkins will defend his title against Calzaghe, the undisputed super
middleweight champion, in a 12-round bout for Hopkins’ Ring Magazine Light Heavyweight World
Championship to determine the true premier champion of this era. Tickets for this epic battle go on sale
today.
Hopkins vs. Calzaghe “Battle of the Planet” is presented by Golden Boy Promotions, Frank Warren’s
Sports Network and Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino and will take place in the PH Ring at the
Thomas & Mack Center on Saturday, April 19. Tickets, priced at $1500, $1200, $450, $350 and $250,
are on sale and may be purchased by calling 866-USFIGHT or online at planethollywood.com. The
match-up will air live on HBO’s World Championship Boxing beginning at 9:45 p.m. ET / 6:45 p.m.
PT.
“I respect what Joe Calzaghe has accomplished in this game over the years, but he will be stepping into
a different realm on April 19th,” said Hopkins today in London. “All Joe’s other American opponents
had to go to Wales or England—let’s see how Joe performs in the United States—the USA is the stamp
of approval. There’s old Poppy Hopkins standing at the gate of America waiting for Joe to bring the key
to try and open the door.”
“This will be Bernard’s last fight—I am going to be a legend after this fight. I’m going over there to win
and you will see an awesome performance,” said Calzaghe at today’s press conference in London. “I’ve
trained like a challenger every single fight, that’s why I have been a champion for ten years. I’ll be in the
best shape, enough to do 15, 20 rounds. You haven't seen Hopkins flat out on his back yet—you will in
the PH Ring on April 19.”
“This is a match we’ve all been waiting years to see, and finally, the time is right for Hopkins and
Calzaghe to meet,” said Oscar de la Hoya, President of Golden Boy Promotions. “Hopkins holds the
record for most middleweight title defenses and Calzaghe holds the record for most defenses at super
middleweight and no one today comes close to either of them when it comes to longevity at the elite
level. This is the only logical Super Fight for both of them and fans are going to love this match-up.”
“Joe Calzaghe has conquered every obstacle put in front of him over the last 14 years and with no more
challenges left for him at super middleweight this was the only fight he wanted,” said Frank Warren of

Sports Network. “I’m pleased that we were able to work together with Golden Boy Promotions to bring
this mega-fight to boxing fans and to see once and for all who the better fighter is - Hopkins or
Calzaghe.”
“Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino is the new contender on the Las Vegas Strip and is emerging as a very
powerful force in the entertainment capital city of the world,” said Robert Earl, Co-Chairman of Planet
Hollywood Resort & Casino. “I am delighted that Planet Hollywood is presenting its first major sporting
event with the sport that Vegas is most famous for - boxing - and this mega-fight between Hopkins and
Calzaghe. Having partners like Golden Boy Promotions, Sports Network and HBO make this event, at the
PH Ring, all the more exciting."
“HBO Sports is thrilled to present the fight between Bernard Hopkins and Joe Calzaghe live on the
network,” said Ross Greenburg, President of HBO Sports. “This is the type of big event programming
that has been a staple of our World Championship boxing franchise for 35 years.”
One of the greatest middleweights of all-time, Bernard “The Executioner” Hopkins (48-4-1, 32 KOs)
has epitomized excellence for almost two decades in the fight game. Owner of the middleweight title
for over ten years and for a record 20 successful defenses, Philadelphia’s Hopkins moved up to the light
heavyweight division in 2006, and immediately won The Ring Magazine World Championship with a
dominating 12 round decision win over Antonio Tarver. In his last fight, on July 21, 2007, Hopkins
continued his amazing run at the age of 42, outpointing Winky Wright. Now it’s on to Calzaghe.
Unquestionably one of the greatest super middleweights in boxing history and currently The Ring
Magazine Super Middleweight World Champion, Newbridge, Wales’ Joe Calzaghe (44-0, 32 KOs) has
never tasted defeat in his pro career and has held the world super middleweight title since he defeated
Chris Eubank in 1997 for the World Boxing Organization Championship. Twenty-one consecutive title
defenses followed that victory -- fourth-best on boxing’s all-time list -- and after big wins over
undefeated champions Jeff Lacy in 2006 and Mikkel Kessler in 2007 in which he added the International
Boxing Federation (IBF), World Boxing Association (WBA) and World Boxing Council (WBC)
championship belts to his collection, he now seek a bigger challenge at 175 pounds where Hopkins
awaits.
Hopkins-Calzaghe is only the second time two reigning Ring Magazine champions have fought since the
new championship policy was established in April 2002 (the first contest happened on December 8,
2007 when Floyd Mayweather met Ricky Hatton for Mayweather’s Ring Magazine Welterweight World
Championship).
###
About Golden Boy Promotions
Los Angeles-based Golden Boy Promotions was established in 2001 by Oscar de la Hoya, the first Hispanic to own a national
boxing promotional company. In 2007, in its sixth year of promoting, Golden Boy Promotions set a record by selling over 2.5
million in pay-per-view homes in a single night. Also in 2007, Golden Boy Promotions established the record for highest
grossing pay-per-view homes in a single year with more than 4 million total. Golden Boy Promotions is one of boxing’s
most active and respected promoters, presenting shows in packed venues around the United States on networks such as HBO,
HBO Latino, TeleFutura, SHOWTIME and ESPN. Golden Boy Promotions currently has close to 50 fighters under contract
including future hall of famers Bernard Hopkins, Sugar Shane Mosley, Marco Antonio Barrera and Juan Manuel Marquez.
About Sports Network

Founded in 1996 by leading British boxing promoter Frank Warren, Sports Network has become one of the worlds biggest
boxing promotions company. A boxing promoter since 1980, Warren has staged in excess of 300 World Championship
fights, including Joe Calzaghe, Nigel Benn, Chris Eubank, Ricky Hatton, Frank Bruno, Mike Tyson, and Naseem Hamed.
Among the most celebrated have been Joe Calzaghe vs. Mikkel Kessler, Calzaghe v Jeff Lacy, Hatton v Kostya Tszyu and
Frank Bruno vs. Oliver McCall. Warren will be inducted into the International Boxing Hall of Fall later this year for
his phenomenal promotional achievements. Current World Champions under the Sports Network Banner
include: Calzaghe (WBO/WBC/WBA Super-Middleweight Champion), Gavin Rees (WBA World Light-Welterweight
Champion) Enzo Maccarinelli (WBO Cruiserweight Champion), Alex Arthur (Interim WBO Super-Featherweight
Champion). He also promotes a host of youngsters who are the new generation of stars to emerge from the Sports Network
stable including Amir Khan, Kevin Mitchell and Jamie Cox.
About Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino
Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino is a joint venture partnership involving Robert Earl, Founder and CEO of Planet
Hollywood International Inc, Bay Harbour Management LLC, and Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide Inc and is a
member of the Starwood Preferred Guest program. The hottest new property on the Las Vegas Strip, Planet Hollywood
features over 100,000 square feet of gaming, fine dining restaurants including KOI and Strip House, an award-winning
buffet, casual dining options, lounges, Privé nightclub, Planet Hollywood Spa by Mandara, and is the home of STOMP OUT
LOUD. The property is encircled by Miracle Mile Shops with over 170 specialty stores and restaurants. For more
information log onto www.planethollywood.com.

CONTACTS: Ramiro Gonzalez/Monica Sears, Golden Boy Promotions: (213) 489-5631
Richard Maynard, Sports Network: 011 44 7710 323 962
Kelly Swanson, Swanson Communications/Hopkins: (202) 783-5500
Fred Sternburg, Sternburg Communications/Calzaghe: (303) 740-7746
Amy Sadowsky, Planet Hollywood Resort & Casino: (702) 785-9155
Dawn Sousa, Thomas & Mack Center: (702) 895-1117
Kevin Flaherty, HBO: (212) 512-5052

